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Saskia Laroo and her band presented a very nice and varied program ,alternating between some well known jazz chestnuts like Moanin´, Donna Lee and Round Midnight and her more contemporary originals utilizing world beats, bass´n drum and hip-hop to flesh out her pristine up-to-date show.  This is what jazz should sound like these days, showing all aspects and influences the music has absorbed since its birth. 

Competent musicians like Saskia are upping the ante to put audiences in touch with nujazz without losing the glow of older styles.

The impressive blonde  Laroo herself is a fiery trumpeter  with a robust and round tone in all registers playing fast when necessary and lyrical and soft on ballads and slower compositions, in both cases showing extreme talent, utilizing advanced modal scales and a Milesian accent.    A fine musician at the top of her prowess and a consummate entertainer letting the audience at her feet all along, making them sing, shout  and clap on the more percussive and agitated numbers.  Her sparse but tasteful use of electronics attached to the horn makes her a solid match to some of the more visible Europeans grounded on this field like Nils Petter Molvaer, Erik Truffaz and Tomasz Stanko.

The Dutch trumpeter has in the American pianist Warren Bird her main partner.  His keyboards are always in sync with Laroo`s turns and shifts and his solos show great maturity and knowledge ,firmly on the tradition but with a twist, being his scatting skills along with right hand lines a plus on the already excellent overall performance from all involved.   The local rhythm section comprised of Gilberto Oliveira on bass guitar and Eduardo Escalier on drums showed a very competent  and oiled team always adding and reacting positively to Saskia´s gestures and command, with good solos as well when asked.  On the down side a lack of rehearsal made for a couple of mistakes but this is fully understandable since a sole reunion at the concert´s eve was possible and aside of that just a warming up a few hours before the show.  The sound system had also its ups and downs but did not interfere at the end with such a marvelous jazz evening at Teatro Municipal.
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