Saskia Laroo + Warren Byrd duo
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World-renowned trumpeter Saskia Laroo and international pianist/vocalist Warren Byrd together create a smorgasbord of music for a wide palette of occasions from the grand gala-fest to the intimate hang. Whether performing dance classics, the American songbook, hot afro-Latin grooves, or their own catchy, poignant originals this unique two can manifest as a soothing background pad, a party-rousing tandem, or a grand showpiece. Laroo and Byrd can unleash their potent charm anywhere anytime. At an opportune request, Saskia and Warren can transmute from state of the art duo into full band.

They Byrd and Laroo first collaborated in the USA in 2001 after which she enlisted him as her keyboardist of choice for her many tours. As a duo they’ve toured to Chicago, Los Angeles, Brazil, Czech Republic, France, India, Russia, Indonesia, and the Netherlands and many other places. With the full band they‘ve also toured to many places such as China, Chile, Senegal, Germany, Taiwan, Thailand, Nicaragua, Ukraine, and of course the USA, just to name a few.
Native of Amsterdam, the Netherlands Saskia Laroo is a premiere figure in music and one of finest female trumpet players in the world. Began age eight playing trumpet and as a teen picked-up cello and guitar. Though first enrolling as Mathematics major in college, she switched to music, eventually graduating from the Muziekacademie of Hilversum. Versatility has propelled her illustrious career, from barnstorming with latin, jazz and pop bands, to collaborations with legends such as Hans Dulfer and Teddy Edwards. She released her first CD, “It’s Like Jazz” in 1994 under her own label Laroo Records. Since, she has produced six CD’s varying from classic jazz to Club-influenced acid jazz fusion. She has performed worldwide in hundreds of venues with her own groups in more than twenty countries throughout six continents.

Hailing from Hartford, Connecticut, Warren Byrd is a pianist/vocalist with a long list of international credits, tours, and celebrated work. From first croonings in the gospel choir at age four to high school’s end he’d performed extensively as an amateur actor, singer, and pianist. Though earning a full scholarship for a voice major at Hartt College of music he’d choose to focus on jazz piano and composition emerging primarily self-taught. His deeds are a testament to his gifts: freelancing with such notables as Archie Shepp and Eddie Henderson to leading Gospel choirs to composing for theatre and dance. He finished in the top twenty-five in the 1999 Monk International Competition for Piano and soon released his CD “Truth Raised Twice”. He, with David Chevan, is a co-founder of the Afro-Semitic Experience, a celebrated Jazz ensemble united toward spirituality and diversity.

Contact: info@saskialaroo.nl / byrdspeak@hotmail.com
Europe: tel +31206834838 /mob  +31655713113

USA: tel +1 860 5249910 / mob +1 860 9972410
