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Saskia Laroo, coined in America by press and public as ‘Lady Miles Davis of Europe’ is one of the few women (Valaida Snow, Clora Bryant, Barbara Donald en Ingrid Jensen) playing trumpet.

Saskia Laroo combines today’s music by uncontrived romps into new styles, eagerly limned as "nu jazz" or "swingin’ body-music"- a vivacious blend of hip-hop, jazz, salsa, funk reggae, and world, that many other artists dare not venture. 

Saskia Laroo was born in 1959 in Amsterdam. Her first playing experiences at age 8 were at Het Brass Band of Fanfare de Eendracht in her then hometown Den Ilp. At 18 she attended the  University of Amsterdam to study mathematics, albeit briefly, soon swayed by the challenge of a professional career in music. She studied trumpet at the Muziekpedagogische Academie of Alkmaar, the Sweelinck Conservatorium in Amsterdam and the Muziekpedagogische Academie of Hilversum. However promising it sounds in retrospect, Saskia’s was not a smooth beginning.

It was difficult for her to get her foot in the door:  “A problem with getting gigs was that nobody wanted to play with somebody as unknown as me. The trumpet player is naturally the most important person in a band. He plays the “lead” and gives all “cues” for the other musicians. Often the rejection sounded as follows: you can’t play a whole concert, you will get tired halfway because you aren’t strong enough,” according to Saskia. So, for a short time, she choose bass over trumpet as there were more requests for bass players for many gigs. By this period, Saskia had already begun booking herself.

By 1979 Saskia is a full-fledged professional, performing with dixieland bands and mainstream jazz combos. It was during this period that she had the privilege of frequently being called for work by Dutch tenor saxophonist Hans Dulfer.

By 1981 Saskia became a regular in his bands and also Rosa King’s Upside-Down Band. While in the formative years of her career, she’d also garnered much experience absorbing  world music, namely, of  Hispanic, Caribbean, Brazilian and African roots. 

In 1982 she formed her own Salsa Caliente Band; between 1986 and 1990 she led  Caribbean Express; from 1990 till 1994 she performed with The Caribbean Colours.

Around 1994 Saskia felt she had found her own voice.  While having gone solo for the first time in 1993, the following year this grew into the Saskia Laroo Band, featuring compositions from her debut CD “It’s Like Jazz”. In 1995, Laroo gave birth to two new groups: Salsa Bop - a Latin jazz quintet and Jazzkia - her straight-ahead jazz unit.

Presently, besides barnstorming with her own of several groups, Saskia Laroo often appears as a special guest artist.

In 1994 Saskia Laroo established her own record label Laroo Records.

Projects of Saskia Laroo

Saskia Laroo as guest soloist 

Saskia Laroo Rap Band – dance rap jazz

Jazzkia – straight ahead jazz, bebop

Salsabop – Afro Latin Jazz

Saskia Laroo Solo Act – with DJ

Discography 
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It’s Like Jazz (SL 9401, 1994)

This album and her 1998 release, Body Music are Laroo’s take on acid jazz. Incorporating some of  Miles Davis’ ideas from his final recording Doo-Bop, the nine tracks feature swingin’ beats, funky horns, jivey rap, and fiery solos.

Bodymusic (SL9801, 1998)

Along with the gems from the first CD, explores combining the newest dance styles with jazz, such as  drum’n’bass, big beat, and other hip grooves.

Jazzkia (SL9901, 1999)

A homage, once again, to Miles Davis in one of his earlier periods, the 1950's and early 1960's. Though her third release steeps in this purist jazz style, she’d not forsaken her joy of latter-day dance grooves.

Sunset Eyes 2000 (SL9902, 1999)

Saskia’s meeting the legendary Teddy Edwards, tenor saxophonist in 1980 led to a later collaboration, and a fourth Laroo release. In the words of James D. Armstrong from Jazz Now magazine, “[Sunset Eyes 2000 is] a special contribution to the jazz tradition”.

Really Jazzy(SL0801, 2008)
a melange of Funk, Dance, and Jazz using instrumental themes, vocals, rap, beatbox, and improvisation over hip grooves. “I really enjoyed the way the music flowed and the variety of sounds and movement”, Grant Palfenier, radio programmer and reviewer
Festivals and concerts
Aruba, Austria, Belgium, Bonaire, Brazil (Fests Olinda, Recife, Sampa), Bulgaria (Sofia Jazz Festival), China, Colombia (Bogota Theatro Jazz Festival), Croatia,  Curacao, Czech Republic (Autumn Jazz Festival Prague), Estonia, St. Eustachius, France, Germany (Burghausen Jazzwoche), India (Yatra & Chivas & Utsav Jazz Festival), Indonesia (Bali & Jakarta Jazz Festival), Italy, Japan (Sunset Festival), Kuwait (Kuwait Jazzfest), Latvia, Lebanon (Hamra Festival), Lithuania (Mama Jazz Festival), Luxembourg, St. Maarten, Malta, Moldavia (Ethno Jazzfest), Nepal, the Netherlands (North Sea Jazz Festival), Nicaragua, the Philippines, Poland, Russia, Senegal (Dakar Jazzfest), Singapore (Mosaic Festival), Slovakia, Slovenia (Lent Festival ), South Africa (Capetown Jazzfestival), South Korea (Mega Dance Festival), Spain, Surinam (Paramaribo Jazz Festival), Switzerland (Montreux Jazz Festival), Taiwan (Holland Days, Taichung Jazzfest), Thailand (Bangkok Fest), Turkey, Ukraine (Koktebel Jazz Festival), the USA (Atlanta & Hartford Jazzfest; Nedfest, CO; Sunset Boulevard Festival, LA, CA), White Russia.
Performed with: 
Jazz and popmusicians: Kool Ace, Blixx, Warren Byrd, George Benson, George Coleman, Steve Davis, Hans & Candy Dulfer, Teddy Edwards, Essiet Essiet, Roy Hargrove, Slide Hampton, Billy Higgins, Gene Jackson, Frank Lacey, Wynton Marsalis, Butch Morris, David Murray, Yellow Jackets, Rosa King, , Marcus Miller, Maceo Parker, Courtney Pine,  Harvie S, Jean Toots Thielemans etc.
Dance: 100% Isis, Cinema Royale, Franky D, Dimitri, Ken Ishi, Maestro, Molendijk etc.    
World music: Jesus Alemany & Sierra Maestra, Larry Harlow, Nicky Marrero, Hugh Masekela etc.

Press attention / CD critics

        “She plays the trumpet with pleasant easyness” (Maartje den Breejen, Het Parool, 31 March 2008)


“With Really Jazzy Saskia accomplishes integration of different musical styles” (Angelique van Os, Jazz Nu, 2008)


“One of the few women trumpet stylists in the world, Laroo from the Netherlands has created her own edgy combination of jazz with rap and hiphop” (Audrey Perera, the Straits Times, 11 Mar 2008)
